An unusual metastasis to the thumb in a laryngectomized tracheoesophageal speaker.
Neoplastic spread by tumor cell implantation into adjacent or distant traumatized tissues is a well-documented phenomenon but is a rare mechanism of tumor dissemination. In patients with head and neck squamous cell carcinoma, mechanical implantation of tumor cells into tracheotomy and percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy sites has been described, but hematogenous dissemination occurs far more commonly, typically resulting in pulmonary disease. Digital metastases, either by implantation or by hematogenous spread, have never been documented, to our knowledge. We report a case of metastasis to the thumb used for digital occlusion during tracheoesophageal speech in a laryngectomized patient with lung metastases. Although this may have been a manifestation of either hematogenous dissemination or direct neoplastic seeding from contaminated pulmonary secretions, we propose that repeated trauma from digital stomal occlusion predisposed this site to metastatic spread.